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Dredging is for the Birds

Tree Swallows: The Blue Acrobats in
the Sky

Tree swallows (Tachycineta bicolor) are one of Maryland’s earliest migratory birds, well-known for their
shiny deep-blue back and white front, and superb aerial acrobatics twists when after yummy insects. The
first birds arrive in late February and usually begin nesting in March. They nest in tree cavities or nest
boxes. Breeding season usually ends by late July, then the birds begin staging in large numbers along the
coast.

Unlike most swallows, which are mostly
insectivorous, tree swallows also eat berries to
survive the colder months - particularly
bayberries along the coast. Although common at
all our dredge materials sites, they are most
numerous at Poplar Island. Also, thousands of
these majestic birds can be observed at
Assateague Island in October - it is quite a
spectacle to behold!

Photo: A Tree Swallow at Poplar Island. Photo
Credit: Tim Carney/ Maryland Environmental
Service (MES)
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Port Receives EPA Grant to Reduce
Emissions

COMMUNITY

Masonville Cove’s First National
Literacy Celebration

Masonville Cove kicked off its inaugural National Literacy Celebration on April 9th. Local children’s author
Aja Dorsey Jackson signed copies of her new book, “Plane Jane and the Capital Bee.” Then families
enjoyed an entertaining and informative planting demonstration with U. S. Fish & Wildlife biologist, Dr.
Ela-Sita Carpenter, followed by a themed make-and-take activity. The books were purchased and donated
by the Harbor City Links.

"Working for the Brooklyn and Curtis Bay Coalition during

Masonville Cove's early restoration period, I spent a lot of time

writing about the Cove and following its progression,” said Ms.

Dorsey. “Being able to come back now as an author and share

my words with the community in a different way and to see

Masonville Cove where it is today feels like a full-circle moment
" and is incredibly special to me."

Photo: Aja Dorsey Jackson signs copies of her new book, "Plane
I8 Jane and the Capital Bee” at the inaugural National Literacy
. Celebration at Masonville Cove. Photo Credit: Katrina Jones
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Celebrate Trails Day 2022 Held at
Masonville Cove!

Rails-to-
Trails Conservancy

Nature Worx

OUTREACH
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U.S. Department of the Interior
Secretary Deb Haaland visit to
Masonville Cove

There were some very special guests visiting Masonville Cove! Department of the Interior Secretary Deb
Haaland visited Masonville Cove on March 11tas part of her Northeast tour to discuss investments in
infrastructure resilience and ecosystem restoration. At the beginning of the visit, a tribal land
acknowledgement was given recognizing the site as the ancestral lands of the Delaware Nation of
Oklahoma, home to members of the Delaware, Piscataway, Nanticoke, and Susquehannock tribes, and
that they were the first stewards and biologists here.

During the visit, Secretary Haaland and Baltimore Mayor Brandon
Scott met Benjamin Franklin _High School _at Masonville
Cove students and participated in water testing and shoreline
cleanup. They also had an opportunity to see the nesting bald

: eagle pair, learn about the false blue indigo greenhouse project,
and community engagement in South Baltimore.

. Photo: Secretary Deb Haaland. Photo Credit: Bill McAllen

Photo: Secretary Deb Haaland's visit to Masonville Cove and Benjamin Franklin High School at Masonville
Cove students on May 11, 2022. Photo credit: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Chesapeake Bay Field
Office.



https://www.doi.gov/
https://www.baltimorecity.gov/
https://www.baltimorecityschools.org/schools/239

Recycled Christmas Trees Breathe New
Life into Communities across the Bay

Poplar Island

realchristmastrees.org
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maryland-dmmp.com

maryland-dmmp.com
ecoport@marylandports.com

maryland-dmmp.com
ecoport@marylandports.com

maryland-dmmp.com
ecoport@marylandports.com

maryland-dmmp.com
ecoport@marylandports.com

MDOT MPA Website Port of Baltimore Magazine Environment Website

M DII'MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION.
MARYLAND PORT ADMINISTRATION



http://www.poplarislandrestoration.com/
https://realchristmastrees.org/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmaryland-dmmp.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ckjones1%40marylandports.com%7Cdb63851a41f44115825508d9c0d160ae%7Cb38cd27c57ca4597be2822df43dd47f1%7C0%7C1%7C637752827775097174%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=v9n6VFeio2bzfI1uTym8Ub960nPOkZSAhhVSc5LDmzk%3D&reserved=0
https://maryland-dmmp.com/committees/irc/
mailto:ecoport@marylandports.com
https://maryland-dmmp.com/committees/cc-coc/
mailto:ecoport@marylandports.com
https://maryland-dmmp.com/committees/mcac/
mailto:ecoport@marylandports.com
https://maryland-dmmp.com/committees/management/
mailto:ecoport@marylandports.com
http://www.marylandports.com/
http://www.mpa.maryland.gov/Pages/news-publications.aspx
http://www.mpa.maryland.gov/greenport/

ECO Port Newsletter is the Maryland Department of Transportation Maryland Port Administration’s bi-
monthly update of projects and programs that help the agency contribute to a thriving economy,
environmental stewardship, and community partnerships. As always, we thank the many private sector
businesses, government leaders, communities, and individual citizens who have helped make these
achievements a reality.
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