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Masonville BioBlitz results

Volunteers at the Masonville BioBlitz research and record their findings. 
Photo Credit: National Aquarium

More than 100 volunteers and experts teamed up to make 311 observations and record 166
species of wildlife during the 4th annual BioBlitz at Masonville Cove, hosted by the National
Aquarium Conservation Team on June 24.  

The goal of this popular, family-friendly event is to find, identify, and document as much on-
site wildlife as possible. Among the findings this year were a Baltimore oriole, two bald
eagles, seven species of dragonflies and four snapping turtles. The full list is available here
on iNaturalist.org. 

Volunteers and other visitors to this urban wetland also enjoyed crafts, live birds displays,
and van tours of the adjacent Masonville dredged material placement site.

Forward to a friend!
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Osprey and eagles at Masonville Cove
Eagles have been flying over Masonville Cove, and specialists at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service suspect that they may have their eyes on a nearby osprey nest. 

An osprey camera installed at Masonville revealed the laying of three eggs and the hatching
of two chicks. Birdwatchers were delighted to watch the unique habits of the adult osprey,
which lay an egg every one to three days until the clutch is complete. The two chicks have
been banded so that they can be tracked as they grow.  

The adult female has also been banded and fitted with a GPS transmitter so that she can be
tracked when migrating to Central and South America. Male osprey do not migrate at the
same time or to the same place as the females, but they do return to their nesting areas
within days of each other and are known to mate for life.

Tour Reveals Scope of Port Operations

Stakeholders interested in the Port of Baltimore joined in a spring tour hosted by the Baltimore Port
Alliance. Photo Credit: Dan Spack, BPA Environmental Committee

A variety of stakeholders interested in and affected by the Port of Baltimore enjoyed a tour
hosted by the Baltimore Port Alliance on May 24. 

Representatives from Blue Water Baltimore, the Maryland Department of the Environment,
Baltimore City Office of Sustainability, Baltimore Metropolitan Council, Catholic Charities/Our
Daily Bread, Riviera Beach Residents Council, and Dundalk Historical Society participated in
the tour, along with members of the Greater Baybrook Alliance, Community of Curtis Bay
Association, Greater Brooklyn Park Neighborhood Association, Chesapeake Center for Youth
Development, and the Northern Anne Arundel Chamber of Commerce. 

Participants visited the Seagirt Marine Terminal, Dundalk Marine Terminal and Rukert
Terminals to learn about the history of the Port, its facilities and the types of cargo it
handles. They also heard how the Port is working to minimize environmental, both air and
water, impacts in order to improve the environment and protect public health.

Summer internships prepare students for
conservation careers 

This summer, four college students learned about the conservation field in the Chesapeake
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region through the Urban Conservation and Education Internship program. The internships
are offered through a partnership among the Maryland Department of Transportation
Maryland Port Administration (MDOT MPA), National Aquarium, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS), and Living Classrooms Foundation. 

The 2017 interns are students at Towson University, University of Maryland Baltimore
County (UMBC), Lincoln University of Pennsylvania and Coppin State University.  

Working with staff from the sponsor organizations, they provided support for a wide range of
programs and projects, such as pelican banding, amphibian monitoring, invasive species
removal, and education programs. They also worked at Masonville Cove, visited the dredged
material placement site at Hart-Miller Island, and toured terminals at the Port of Baltimore.

Summer interns with the 2017 Urban Conservation and Education Internship program gained a wide
range of career development experiences. Pictured left to right are Daje Reeder of Towson

University, Dashawn Asegbola of Lincoln University, Alberto Salazar of UMBC, Brad Knudsen of the
USFWS, and Jasmynn George of Coppin State University. Photo Credit: USFWS

Executive Order on Resource Recovery 

On June 27, Governor Hogan issued an executive order that may prove to be enormously
helpful for the recycling of dredged material. 

Titled “Waste Reduction and Resource Recovery Plan for Maryland,” the executive order
establishes as state policy that Maryland will minimize the environmental impacts of
materials management. The Maryland Department of the Environment is tasked to work with
MDOT MPA to “develop technical screening criteria and guidance to support innovative reuse
and beneficial uses of dredged material removed from the Port of Baltimore’s shipping
channels. State agencies shall consider innovative reuse and beneficial uses of dredged
material when economically feasible and in conformance with all appropriate environmental
standards.” 

Fortunately, this work is well underway. Governor Hogan’s order may provide a useful push
to make the recycling of dredged material a reality.

Design with Dredge
An exciting project to find new ways to use dredged material has been taking place in
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Baltimore this summer. Four graduate students, working under the tutelage of the local
landscape architecture firm, Mahan Rykiel Associates and Professor Brian Davis of Cornell
University and a member of the Dredge Research Collaborative, have been chosen for
internships to design innovative ways to use dredged material.  

The interns hail from the University of Virginia, Rhode Island School of Design, Washington
University in St. Louis, and Auburn University. They have been asked to design potential
pilot projects addressing the question, “How can dredged material removed from shipping
channels be repurposed as a resource for creating public landscapes, living shorelines, and
economic sustainability?” They will consider: 

•    Urban design in vacant cities and stormwater management 
•    Waterfront design 
•    Stream design and floodplain revegetation 
•    Levees, flood risk reduction, and coastal resiliency 

The project concludes in mid-August, and the MDOT MPA is enthusiastically awaiting the
results.

Mahan Rykiel Associates’ interns examining a
test plot at the Cox Creek DMCF. 

Pictured (from left to right): Qing Li (Rhode
Island School of Design), Maddie Hoagland-
Hanson (University of Virginia), Xiang Huang
(Washington University in St. Louis), and
Jingting Li (Auburn University). Photo
Credit: Mahan Rykiel Associates

Awards, Awards!
MDOT MPA’s Innovative and Beneficial Reuse program recently won three communications
awards from the American Association of Port Authorities (AAPA).  

•    An Award of Excellence for the video “Sediment to Solutions”  
•    An Award of Distinction for the “Sediment to Solutions” infographic  
•    An Award of Distinction for the overall outreach campaign 

Winners of AAPA awards are announced via press
releases, and the awards will be highlighted at the AAPA
annual convention in Long Beach, CA in October.  

The MDOT MPA also received an Award of Excellence from
the Maryland Quality Initiative (MdQI) consortium for a
project at the Dundalk Marine Terminal that manages
stormwater to prevent recurrent flooding while also
treating the stormwater to eliminate pollutants. 

Congratulations to all who worked on these award-winning projects!

Citizens Advisory Committee Meeting - August 9th at 6:30PM  

Pt. Breeze Maritime Center I 
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2200 Broening Highway, Baltimore, MD 21224 
 
Pearce Creek Implementation Committee (PCIC) Meeting - August 18th at 10:00AM  
The Parklands Community Building  

90B North Center Street, Cecilton, MD 21913 

Innovative Reuse Committee Meeting - August 22nd at 5:00PM  

Pt. Breeze Maritime Center I 

2200 Broening Highway, Baltimore, MD 21224 

Dredged Material Management Program (DMMP) Management Committee Meeting - 

September 11th at 10:00AM 

World Trade Center, Stanton Room 

401 East Pratt Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202  

RSVP required for security.  

Hart-Miller Island Citizens Oversight Committee Meeting - September 19th at 7:00PM 

Pt. Breeze Maritime Center I 

2200 Broening Highway, Baltimore, MD 21224 
 

MPA Website GreenPort Website Port of Baltimore Magazine

GreenPort Newsletter is the Maryland Department of Transportation's Maryland Port
Administration’s bi-monthly update of projects and programs that help the agency contribute
to a thriving economy, environmental stewardship, and community partnerships. As always,

we thank the many private sector businesses, government leaders, communities, and
individual citizens who have helped make these achievements a reality.

James J. White, Executive Director 
The World Trade Center 

401 East Pratt Street, Baltimore MD 21202 
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