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CAPSULE SUMMARY 

The Howard Street Tunnel, built between 1891 and 1895, is part of the Baltimore & Ohio (B&O) Railroad 

Baltimore Belt Line (B-5287). The approximately 8,700-foot-long brick and concrete tunnel is an underground 

rail connection beneath Howard Street between the Mount Royal (B-26) and Camden (B-148) Stations. The 

tunnel consists of four sections: an early-1890s, approximately 300-foot, cut-and-cover section north of Dolphin 

Street; an early-1890s, approximately 5,900-foot bored section approximately between Dolphin Street and West 

Lombard Street; an early-1890s, approximately 1,150-foot, cut-and-cover section between West Camden Street 

and West Lombard Street; and an approximately 1,443-foot, circa-1982, box culvert section at the south end that 

was extended 50 feet circa 1990. The tunnel is arched with an inverted brick and concrete arch for much of its 

flooring. The tunnel walls are mostly brick, with a rusticated limestone foundation present at the north portal. 

Recessed arched alcoves throughout the tunnel provide pedestrian safety from passing trains. A single metal and 

wood track on gravel ballast runs through the center of the tunnel. Signaling equipment is adjacent to the track. 

The north portal is approximately 51 feet wide and 27 feet tall and faced in rusticated cut limestone. The opening 

is lined with unevenly shaped voussoirs. Limestone abutments are set perpendicular to the portal and are topped 

with a series of stepped capstones. The circa-1990 south portal is poured concrete with a square opening and 

poured-concrete abutments perpendicular to the tracks. 

 

Howard Street Tunnel was constructed as part of the B&O’s Baltimore Belt Line, constructed between 1890 and 

1895 in Baltimore, Maryland. The B&O electrified four miles of the Belt Line between 1895 and 1896. The Belt 

Line was a major infrastructure improvement that was part of a larger effort by the B&O to provide through 

service between Washington, DC, and New York City. The Belt Line allowed the B&O to connect its yards in 

Mount Clare on the west side of Baltimore to Bay View Junction on the east. Prior to its completion, the B&O 

used barges to ship its railcars over the Patapsco River.  


